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FACULTY 
Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America, Alaska Chapter 

17th Annual Alaska Asthma & Allergy Conference 
September 8-9, 2023 

(as of April 18, 2023) 

PRESENTING FACULTY 
April Arseneau, MD, FAAAAI, is an Allergist and Founder of the Valley Allergy 
& Asthma Clinic, LLC, in Palmer, Alaska, and is affiliated with Mat-Su Regional 
Medical Center. Prior to founding the clinic in 2014, Dr. Arseneau was chief of 
allergy at the Medical Center on Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson and an allergy 
consultant to the U.S. Pacific Air Force. She is board-certified in allergy / 

immunology and internal medicine. A native of Chugiak, Alaska, Dr. Arseneau earned a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Washington – Seattle, and her medical degree from 
Albany Medical College, New York. She completed an internal medicine residency at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base Medical Center in Ohio, and an allergy/immunology fellowship at 
Wilford Hall Medical Center at Lackland AFB in San Antonio, Texas. Before honorably 
separating from the U.S. Air Force in 2014, she reached the rank of major.  

Michael S. Blaiss, MD, FACAAI, FAAAAI, is Clinical Professor of Pediatrics 
Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, and an allergist at Good Samaritan Health 
Center of Gwinnett in Norcross.  He has presented extensively throughout the 
world on allergic rhinitis, asthma, socioeconomic issues for allergists in the new 
millennium, and issues in compliance and adherence.  Dr. Blaiss is past president 

and past executive medical director of the American College of Allergy, Asthma, and 
Immunology. He was treasurer for the American Board of Allergy and Clinical Immunology. He 
has written for several peer-reviewed journals, including the Journal of Pediatrics, Journal of 
Allergy and Clinical Immunology, and Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA).  Dr. 
Blaiss has served on editorial boards for the Journal of Asthma and the Annals of Allergy, 
Asthma and Immunology; the Annals of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology; the World Allergy 
Organization Journal; the Journal of Asthma, Allergy and Asthma Proceedings, 
Hypersensitivity; and the American Journal of Rhinology and Allergy. He earned his medical 
degree from the University of Tennessee Center for Health Sciences. Dr. Blaiss completed his 
pediatric residency at Le Bonheur Children's Medical Center in Memphis, followed by a 
fellowship in allergy/immunology at Ochsner Medical Foundation in New Orleans, Louisiana.   

Jeffrey G. Demain, MD, FAAAAI, FACAAI, FAAP, began his medical career as 
a medic in the U.S. Air Force, then a physician assistant before going to medical 
school and completing his residency and fellowship. He is a Clinical Professor at 
the University of Washington School of Medicine and an Affiliate Professor at the 
University of Alaska, Anchorage. He is board certified in Allergy/Immunology and 

in Pediatrics. He founded the Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Center of Alaska, the Allergy 
Asthma & Immunology Society of Alaska, and the Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America 
Alaska Chapter. He is also Medical Director of Lux Infusion in Anchorage. Active in the 
American Academy of Allergy Asthma & Immunology (AAAAI), he has served on the AAAAI 
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Board of Directors, served as RSL Governor-Region 6, is past chair of the Environmental, 
Occupational and Respiratory Diseases (EORD) interest section, and has served on many 
committees. He is editor of the AAAAI "Ask the Expert" and remains active in advocacy. 
Committed to education, he served 10 years on the AAAAI Annual Meeting Planning 
Committee. A nationally recognized speaker, Dr. Demain has numerous peer-reviewed 
publications and continues to research and publish in both insect allergy and the impacts of 
climate change on respiratory health. He has authored three textbook chapters. He was 
honored with the AAAAI-RSL Leadership award in 2020 and the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) Special Achievement Award in 2021. 

Ross Dodge, MD, FAASM, is the Medical Director for several sleep medicine 
programs in Alaska, including Peak Neurology and Sleep Medicine in Anchorage. 
He also works as a hospitalist at the Veterans Administration / Department of 
Defense Joint Venture Hospital on Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson (JBER) and 
helps manage the hospitalist group at Southern Peninsula Hospital in Homer. 

Previously, he was medical director for sleep medicine at JBER, his final assignment before 
concluding 11 years of active military service in 2016, when he separated to remain in Alaska. 
Dr. Dodge has received several teaching awards for contributions to continuing and community 
education focused on sleep disorders. Dual board-certified in internal medicine and sleep 
medicine, Dr. Dodge earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia, VCU 
Campus, and completed an internal medicine internship and residency at Boonshoft School of 
Medicine / Wright Patterson AFB Medical Center in Ohio. He completed a fellowship in sleep 
disorders medicine at Wilford Hall Medical Center at the San Antonio Uniformed Services Health 
Education Consortium.  

Bryan Farthing, DHSc, PA-C, is a certified Physician Assistant at the Allergy, 
Asthma & Immunology Center of Alaska, where he and fellow PA-C David 
Kingston oversee the center’s biologic program. He graduated from the 
University of Washington's Alaska MEDEX Physician Assistant Program and is now 
a program faculty member. Prior to becoming a PA, Mr. Farthing was a 

respiratory therapist at Providence Medical Center for three years. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force as a cardiopulmonary technician, taking care of wounded military members overseas as 
part of a Critical Care Air Transportation team. He is currently an officer in the Alaska Air 
National Guard. Mr. Farthing completed his Master of Healthcare Administration degree from 
Stony Brook University in 2015. In 2019, he completed his Doctorate in Health Science degree 
with a focus in global health, specifically looking at disparities in pediatric asthmatics. Mr. 
Farthing enjoys Alaska’s outdoors and spending time with his wife and two sons. 

Jon R. Grace, MD, is a Pulmonologist at the Allergy, Asthma and Immunology 
Center of Alaska. He earned his medical degree from the University of California 
in San Diego.  He completed his internal medicine residency at the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) in Pennsylvania. At UPMC, Dr. Grace grew his 
interest in critical care and found a love for pulmonary medicine. He pursued a 

fellowship in pulmonary and critical care medicine at the University of Michigan. He has 
published several reviews and a book chapter on asthma phenotypes and severe asthma 
management. Before graduating, he helped form a collaboration with a deep learning 
engineering group and authored a grant application that was awarded funding by Glaxo Smith 
Kline (GSK) to investigate potential uses for deep learning algorithms on CT scans in patients 
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with severe asthma on biologic medications. After transitioning to Alaska in 2020, Dr. Grace 
worked primarily in an intensive care unit capacity. By joining AAIC, he offers the full breadth 
of pulmonary services to the community. 

Rohit K. Katial, MD, FAAAAI, FACAAI, FACP, is an allergist and immunologist 
at National Jewish Health (NJH), and a Professor of Medicine in the Division of 
Allergy and Clinical Immunology at NJH and University of Colorado in Denver. He 
was formerly the senior global medical affairs lead at AstraZeneca. Dr. Katial has 
presented on a variety of respiratory, allergic and immune topics. He served as 

the principal investigator for industry, foundation and self-funded clinical research; and has 
conducted over 100 industry clinical trials. Dr. Katial has authored numerous original 
publications and edited book chapters on airway, eosinophilic and immunologic diseases. He 
also led several trials analyzing immune response to vaccines in the setting of primary immune 
deficiency and airway disease. Dr. Katial earned his medical degree from Georgetown 
University School of Medicine in Washington, DC. He completed an internal medicine residency 
from Eisenhower Army Medical Center at Fort Gordon, Georgia; an allergy/immunology 
residency at Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center / NJH in Denver; and a clinical laboratory 
immunology residency at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC. 

David Kingston, PA-C, is a certified Physician Assistant who joined the Allergy, 
Asthma and immunology Center of Alaska in November 2018. He and fellow PA-C 
Bryan Farthing oversee the center’s biologic program. He has been a PA in 
Anchorage since 2015, when he graduated from the Seattle MEDEX Physician 
Assistant Program (earning a master's in clinical health) at the University of 

Washington. Prior to becoming a PA, David worked as a paramedic / firefighter for the fire 
department in Bellevue, Nebraska. A native of Nebraska, David earned his bachelor's degree in 
emergency medical technology / technician (EMT) from Creighton University in Omaha. Mr. 
Kingston's love of the outdoors encouraged a 2015 move to Alaska, where he enjoys hunting, 
biking and fishing. 

Stephen N. Marks, MD, FAAAAI, is a board-certified Allergist / Immunologist 
specializing in pediatrics at the Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Center of 
Alaska. He joined the center in September 2019, after serving 27 years as a 
physician in the U.S. Army.  He began his medical career as a general 
pediatrician at the U.S. Army hospital in Heidelberg, Germany. He has since 

served in various allergy / immunology positions over nearly two decades. Special interests 
include pediatric allergies and asthma, chronic cough, difficult to control asthma, food allergy, 
eosinophilic esophagitis, anaphylaxis, insect sting allergy, urticaria, angioedema and atopic 
dermatitis.  Dr. Marks earned his medical degree from Michigan State University College of 
Human Medicine in East Lansing. He completed his pediatrics internship and residency at 
Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC) in Honolulu, Hawaii; and completed a fellowship in allergy 
/ immunology from Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.  He enjoys 
singing and playing the guitar in his spare time.  

Anju T. Peters, MD, MS, is a Professor of Medicine and Director of Clinical 
Research in the Division of Allergy-Immunology at Northwestern University 
(NWU) Feinberg School of Medicine (FSM) in Chicago. She is also a practicing 
allergist in the NWU’s Division of Allergy-Immunology and the Sinus and Allergy 
Center; and is Director of the Center for Clinical Research at the NWU’s Clinical and 
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Translational Sciences Institute. Dr. Peters has focused her research in the field of chronic 
rhinosinusitis and associated comorbidities, including allergic rhinitis, asthma and 
immunodeficiencies. She has contributed substantially to the field of rhinosinusitis by working 
on national practice guidelines, publishing extensively and remaining actively involved in 
clinical trials. She serves as Deputy Editor of the American Journal of Rhinology and Allergy, a 
leading journal targeting allergists and otolaryngologists. She earned her medical degree from 
University of Michigan Medical School and completed her allergy and immunology residency 
and fellowship in the Division of Allergy-Immunology at NWU-FSM.  

Neill T. Peters, Jr., MD, is a Clinical Instructor of Dermatology at Northwestern 
University (NWU) Feinberg School of Medicine; and a Dermatologist and founding 
Partner at Medical Dermatology Associates of Chicago. Dr. Peters’ clinical 
interests include non-invasive skin rejuvenation and the management of acne, 
eczema, psoriasis, pregnancy-related dermatoses and autoimmune diseases. He 

has a special interest in skin cancer screening, prevention, and management. Dr. Peters 
earned his medical degree from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. After completing a 
preliminary year of training in Internal Medicine at the NWU Feinberg School of Medicine, he 
returned to the University of Michigan to complete his dermatology residency. He was selected 
as the Chief Resident and served as the Melanoma Fellow in the Multidisciplinary Melanoma 
clinic in the final year of his residency. Originally hailing from Michigan, Dr. Peters he has 
received multiple teaching awards, including the Chicago Dermatological Society’s founders 
award recognizing dedication to teaching. 

Sarbjit Singh Saini, MD, FAAAAI, is a Professor of Medicine at the Johns 
Hopkins University Asthma & Allergy Center in Baltimore, Maryland. He has 
served as Program Director for the university’s Allergy & Immunology Fellowship 
program since 2008. He was section editor for UptoDate on topics of urticaria 
and angioedema studies examining allergic airways disease, anaphylaxis and 

chronic urticaria. He has served as the principal investigator and co-investigator for basic and 
translational studies examining the role of IgE receptor expression and activation in allergic 
airways disease, anaphylaxis, and chronic urticaria. Dr. Saini’s research focuses on IgE 
receptor biology and IgE receptor-mediated activation of blood basophils and mast cells. His 
laboratory has examined the role of IgE receptor expression and activation in allergic airways 
disease, anaphylaxis and chronic urticaria. Current research interests have focused 
mechanisms of disease in allergic asthma, allergic rhinitis and also translational studies in 
chronic idiopathic urticaria. His research has been supported by the National Institutes of 
Health, American Lung Association, and the AAAAI. Dr. Saini earned his medical degree from 
Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center in Columbus. He completed his internal residency 
in internal medicine from University of Michigan Health System in Ann Arbor. He earned a 
fellowship in clinical immunology from Johns Hopkins University.  

Dareen D. Siri, MD, FAAAAI, FACAAI, is CEO/Owner of Midwest Allergy Sinus 
& Respiratory, an independent allergy, immunology, pulmonary and primary 
care group in Central Illinois. She is also the Principal at Sneeze Wheeze and 
Itch Associates Clinical Research, a Phase 1-4 free standing clinical research 
center that has conducted over 1,000 clinical trials. She serves part-time as 

faculty at Southern Illinois University's Department of Otolarygology. Dr. Siri is past-president 
of the Illinois Society of Allergy Asthma and Immunology and the Prairie State Society of 
Allergy. She consistently pursues efforts to benefit the community. For example, she is past-
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president of the Sangamon County Medical Society, a local nonprofit medical organization; and 
she has served as an anaphylaxis educator, ensured epinephrine accessibility in areas schools, 
organized a local allergy and anaphylaxis support group, and initiated the city’s first Food 
Allergy Research Education (FARE) walk for awareness. Dr. Siri earned her medical degree 
from the University of California (UoC) San Diego School of Medicine in La Jolla. She completed 
her internship and residency in internal medicine at Brown University and Miriam Hospitals in 
Providence, Rhode Island. She earned a fellowship in allergy/immunology from the University 
of South Florida in Tampa and John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Born in Laos, Dr. Siri retains strong ties to her native culture, and enjoys cooking savory Thai, 
Vietnamese, and Laotian foods. 

 

ADDITIONAL MODERATORS - TBD 


